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President’s Report
I can still remember my first Anzac Day march in 1984 when, as a newly appointed
Second Lieutenant in 3rd /9th South Australian Mounted Rifles, I was asked by a
marshal to accompany members of the 3rd Light Horse contingent and be their right
marker. It was such an incredible honour to meet Light Horse veterans from the
Gallipoli and Palestine campaigns in World War One, even if only for a short time.
We were right at the head of the parade with only the band in front of us.
I remember that the veterans kept saying to me “speed up” and I complied, only to have a
marshal come up to me and say, “slow down”, which I did for a while until the veterans said
“speed up”…. and so we went down King William Street like a concertina to the Cross of
Sacrifice for the memorial service.
Sadly, all the veterans that I met that day have now died. It is wonderful to see, however, how
Anzac Day continues to be remembered by old and new generations. I was particularly pleased
to see those serving members of 3rd / 9th Light Horse who marched with SAMRA. Unit members
are always welcome to join SAMRA for the march, as is anyone who has ever worn a black beret.
My congratulations also go to SAMRA members on such a smart turn-out on the day.
It was a busy day for 3rd / 9th Light Horse on Anzac Day. SAMRA appreciated the support from
the unit for the catafalque party for the service at the Light Horse Memorial. Unit members also
provided a catafalque party for the Dawn Service at Clare. This is the first time it has happened
and was greatly appreciated by the local RSL and the community. It helps to reinforce the links
with our forebears in the 9th Light Horse in the mid-North of the State (page 6).
In March 2022, the SAMRA newsletter was re-launched as SAMRAG. I have received several
positive comments on this move as a way of continuing to build closer relationships with the
unit. I have also appreciated photos from the unit of recent Anzac Day activities.
In October 2020, Lance Corporal Paul Dowsett was announced as the recipient of the George
Johnson MM Memorial Prize which is awarded by SAMRA and funded by contributions from
individuals and businesses such as Belperio Clark Lawyers and First Advice Solutions.
Unfortunately, to date Paul has not been able to use his prize to travel overseas to visit affiliated
units because of COVID restrictions. I am pleased to report that Paul has now finalised plans and
will leave for Europe on 18 July 2022. After flying into Paris, he will visit Amiens and Dunkirk
before heading to England where he will visit the Royal Dragoon Guards. A visit to the Queen’s
Royal Hussars is still being considered, depending on their operational commitments. My
thanks go to the former Officer Commanding, Major Trent Harron who contacted the units on
behalf of Paul. We look forward to hearing from Paul on his return to Adelaide.
SAMRA activities
A Black Hat Night was held on 29 March 2022 at the Smithfield depot. It was an opportunity to
officially open the History Room as well as give 15 SAMRA members the chance to see the unit’s
current vehicles, weapons and equipment including Steyr rifles with night aiming devices and
laser rangefinders. Thanks to the Officer Commanding, Major Matt Walsh for hosting the night,
to Reg Williams for officially opening the History Room and all the volunteers for setting up the
room. For me, the highlight of the evening was in the mess at the end of the evening where
there was a lot of mingling between SAMRA members and unit members to share stories.
The latest Mixed Old and Bold lunch was held at the Maid of Auckland Hotel on Saturday 4 June
2022. It was another good afternoon with 35 attendees present, including Michael and Jill
Phillips who have travelled over from Willoughby, NSW, Michael enlisted in 3/9 SAMR in 1963.
Nec Aspera Terrent
Malcolm Haynes

Visit our website www.samrainc.org

1955 3/9 SAMR Simpson Trophy Team:
Lt D R Kinnaird, Lt K J McDougall, Sgt M F Papps
(1960/64 Aust Olympic Pistol Shooter)
SAMRA is co-ordinating a project to add details to photos of unit activities and exercises that have been held since 1948. Your
support is requested. Each edition of SAMRAG will have a photo of a unit activity, unit members and / or unit vehicles. If you
recognise the photo we would appreciate contacting Malcolm Haynes on haynesfam8@gmail.com or Dave Mercer on
davidmercer@adam.com.au with any
information on:
1. Date of activity (month and year if
possible)
2. Name and location of activity or exercise
3. Names of any people you recognise
(please be specific e.g. TPR Bloggs - second
from left)
4. Vehicle ARN (if known)

LH Memorial Horse Trough—2020

If you have any anecdotes of the photo or the
relevant activity, please let us know so they
can be published in the next edition of
SAMRAG.
We also appreciate contributions of any
photos you have with as much detail on the
photos as you can provide.
Here is the first photo. Thank you for your
assistance.

Platinum Donor

Gold Donor

Law Services include—Family Law, Wills & Estates

Warwick Edwards Adv Dip FP—Director and Financial Adviser

Commercial Law & Dispute Resolution.

A SA based family owned Financial Planning business that provides full
financial advice services, including retirement planning,
superannuation, insurance & aged care advice.

Address: 94 Sturt St, Adelaide 5000
T: (08) 8212 1322 E. admin@bc-lawyers.com.au

At Belperio Clark we pride ourselves on
providing clear, friendly advice for individuals
and corporations. We are committed to
achieving the best outcome for you.
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Address – 450 Pulteney Street, Adelaide 5000
Telephone – 1300 450 000
Email – advice@firstadvice.com.au
Warwick is a former RAAC member who served with 1st / 15th Royal New
South Wales Lancers and is a SAMRA Committee Member.
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Black Hat Night
SAMRA holds two Black Hat Nights each year. These evenings are designed to provide members with an update on current
issues relating to 3rd / 9th Light Horse, the Royal Australian Armoured Corps and the Australian Army. The evenings generally
involve a guest speaker.
The most recent Black Hat Night was held on 29 March 2022 and was different to most evenings. It was held at the Smithfield
Depot of 3rd / 9th Light Horse and was on a Tuesday evening when the unit was parading. About 15 SAMRA members attended
the evening. For some it was the first time they had been to the Smithfield Depot in several years. For a few, it was the first time
they had ever been to the Smithfield Deport.
During the evening, the History Room (pictures on page 4) was officially opened by Lieutenant Colonel Reg Williams AM RFD, a
former Officer Commanding of the unit and immediate Past President of SAMRA. The History Room gives a snapshot of the unit
during World War One, World War Two and more recently as an Army Reserve unit. As new soldiers march in, a tour of the
History Room will provide an overview of the unit’s heritage in times of war and peace. SAMRA thanks all those who have
assisted in preparing the History Room and those who will continue to rotate exhibits between the Army Museum of South
Australia.
During the evening the unit displayed its current vehicle platform, weapons and equipment including Steyr rifles with night
aiming devices and laser rangefinders; the Bushmaster Protected Mobility Vehicle and body armour. While much of the
equipment has changed since the serving days of most SAMRA members, one weapon that remains is the .50 calibre machine
gun. SAMRA members were able to share some memories of firing the .50 cal with current unit members.
The evening finished with drinks in the Soldier’s Club and a cake to celebrate the unit’s birthday on 1 April. SAMRA thanks the
Officer Commanding, Major Matt Walsh for hosting the evening and all the current unit members who enthusiastically explained
the vehicle and equipment.
-

-

Unit Squash Team
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-

-

-

-
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BLACK HAT NIGHT & THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF
THE HISTORY ROOM AT A SQN 3/9 LH (SAMR)

Enjoying the day in the
quadrangle at Smithfield

PMVs on display
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Why I walk.

Canungra JTC

Having spent some time in the Armored Corps I had long subscribed to the old tankies expression
“a second-class ride beats a first class walk”. However, as I grew older, my waistline expanded and my
breathing became less regular and ultimately a heart problem developed. My specialist said I had to lose
10kgs if I wanted to put myself in a position where that condition would be easy to control.
I opted for a diet that allowed me the things I liked most and a walk every morning regardless of the
weather or how I felt.

1974

I started off just walking to the next street and back and over time gradually stretched the distance covered. After about 4 weeks I
was walking 3-5 km each morning and feeling much better for it. With the diet and my walking, I lost weight steadily and after 12
weeks I had reduced my weight by 12 kgs.
That was what started me walking every day, but 2 years on I still walk every morning because I just enjoy it. I walk early (about
6.30am) and have a reasonably regular loop down suburban streets, through two local parks and along a creek heavily forested
with red gums and other eucalypts. I have become well known on the walk, easily recognizable with my old Akubra and carved
hiking stick. Wishing everyone I pass a “good morning” and even after a while have some younger people responding instead of
staring fixedly ahead as they pass.
I have a few favorite front gardens I admire on my walk and have learnt a lot from them. Our love of succulents grew from one
particular front garden which is a sight to behold.
Wildlife of all kinds has become a bit of a passion and I have developed a habit of counting the different species of birds I
encounter each morning. On an average morning I count about 12 species, with a record one spring morning of 22 individual
species. It has taught me a lot about the local bird population and is extremely good for my aging memory, as I don’t write them
down but keep them in my head as I go.
The major species encountered:
White backed Magpie, New Holland honey eaters, Sparrows (Spoggies), Starlings, Magpie Larks (Murray Magpies), Adelaide
Rosellas, Eastern Rosellas, Blackbirds, Pacific Black Ducks, Kookaburras, Australian Ravens (Crows), Wattle Birds, Doves,
Crested Pigeons (Topknots), Silver eyes, Galahs, Sulphur Crested Cockatoos, Yellow-Tailed Black Cockatoos, Rainbow
Lorikeets, Short Billed Corellas, Red-Rumped Parrots, Musk Lorikeets, Swallows, Willy Wagtails, White Eared Honeyeater,
Tawney Frogmouths, and probably a few others I either couldn’t identify or remember.

Unit Squash Team

Native and feral animals encountered: Koalas, lizards, Kangaroos, Cats and Foxes.
I have written this in the hope of inspiring at least one veteran to leave the couch for just a little while and go for a walk. If you are
not very fit, start with very short walks and slowly stretch the distance over time. Leave the earphones and music behind, become
aware of the sights and sounds of the wonderful world around you. Simply enjoy the gardens you see along the way, stopping to
talk to strangers, teaching young people to say hello, meeting neighbors you have seen but have never spoken to. Look out for
natures bounty of birds and animals. You don’t have to name the species, just wonder at the variety.
The benefits for me have been:
Halving my heart medication.
No serious heart incident for over two years.
Learning so much about the flora and fauna nearby.
Meeting neighbors and other walkers.
The sheer joy of being outdoors.
So come on guys off the couch, and find out what it is like to watch your neighborhood change with the seasons. Remember that
some of you used to be able to walk all day across rugged terrain carrying a weapon, a couple of belts of ammo for the M60 and
70lb of kit.
Rob Richards.
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Regimental Synopsis—Oscar Wayland
I joined 3/9 SAMR in February 1957 as a Trooper with Lt Col J J Edwards MC as the CO. Not long after
joining I was promoted to Cpl and was posted as the CO’s radio operator in a Mk1 Ferret. JJ was a real
character – only about 5ft 9in with a cavalry moustache and a truck load of charisma. He was admired
and respected by every man in the Unit. He was a light horsemen during the wars and unfortunately was
a Japanese POW after the fall of Singapore.
At the 1957 Camp (a huge tented camp of some 6,000 troops) JJ got sick and tired of living in a Brigade camp with the Regiment
doing no training but fully committed instead to camp duties – formal guards, fire pickets, kitchen duties, etc etc. So – after a
week of this he ordered me to call up the commanders of all the Sqns and the attached units and order them to form up behind
his vehicle on the road leading to the main gate out of El Alamein . When formed up he ordered ‘crews front’. He then climbed
up on the turret rim – gave the mount’ hand signal followed by the ‘wind up’ signal to start engines – then gave the forward
signal to ‘follow me’ and the whole Regiment turned south in line ahead formation and drove to Point Lowly. We harboured on
the Point Lowly beach overnight – whereupon he sent the admin Sqn trucks into Whyalla to purchase enough beer for everyone
and we proceeded to have a party. The shattered morale was repaired overnight.
With the driver and I onboard JJ then drove off to meet up with the Station owner of Cultana Station who was an old mate of his
from the Light Horse era. With his permission the Regiment deployed all over Cultana and we proceeded with ‘full on’ training
as an Armoured Regiment for the remainder of the camp period.
The only problem was that he did all of this on his own initiative with no word to Brigade HQ whatsoever. I was witness to the
eventual confrontation with the Brigade Major who took two days to find his lost regiment. At the end of the day JJ got away with
it and for the next 3 camps we went direct to Cultana. This is the true story of how the Army eventually acquired Cultana as a
Defence Training establishment.
By this act of sheer bravado JJ got away with it - but revenge was around the corner!
When JJ handed over to his 2IC, Major T B fisher – also a much loved officer – he lasted only one year and was summarily
replaced by Lt Col Rex Lipman – who ‘shock horror’ was an Infantry Officer- albeit a distinguished one with a an exemplary
history as CO of AUR. He also only lasted one year because by this time the whole of 3/9 was bordering on mutiny. So – after
these two tumultuous years command of 3/9 was back in the hands of its own officers.
Ah – the memories!
Regards...Oscar

Old side tie down loop

Catafalque Party from L—R
CPL Matthew Gladigau
SGT Robert Hutchinson
CAPT Leigh Haring
WO2 Daniel Williamson
TPR Matthew Beelitz
TPR David Rebbeck
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